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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The project proponent is proposing to construct an office building on a 5.63-acre parcel
located at 18020 National Trails Highway in Section 29, Township 6 North, range 5 West
in San Bernardino County. An existing metal building and office (previously converted
from a single-family dwelling) are located in the northern portion of the site, and most of
the rest of the site is used for parking various vehicles and storing materials. Very little
native vegetation currently exists on the site due to past and on-going human activities.
Only a few rabbitbrush (Chrysothamnus depressus) and saltbush (Atriplex canescens)
plants were observed along with various annuals.

The property is located within the known distribution of the desert tortoise; therefore,
focused surveys were performed for the species on May 21, 2012 from approximately
0630 to 0930 hours. Surveys were not conducted in the zone of influence as per survey
protocol due to the presence of existing fences and posted areas. The surveys were
performed by Randall Arnold using the standard survey protocol for the species (i.e., 10-
meter belt transects) as required by California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG) and
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS).

The site does not support prime suitable habitat for the desert tortoise based on on-
going and past human activities; furthermore, no tortoises or tortoise sign (burrows,
scats, carcasses, etc.) were observed on the site. The species has been documented in
the region and populations have been documented about three miles north of the
site (CNDDB, 2012). The species is not expected to move on to the site in the future
based on the absence of suitable habitat and the presence of an existing fence
around the property.



1.0 PROJECT AND PROPERTY DESCRIPTION

The property consists of land which has been used for various human activities over the
last several years. An existing metal building and an office building are located in the
northern part of the site. Most of the remaining portion is utilized for parking various
vehicles and/or storage of materials. In addition, gravel covers much of the eastern
portion.

The parcel is located at 18020 National Trails Highway and is about 5.63-acres in size
(gross). It is located in San Bernardino County (Township 6 North, Range 4 West,
Section 29) at an elevation ranging from about 2660 to 2700 feet (MSL). Soils have
been significantly disturbed; however, they appear to be primarily sandy loam. No water
resources were observed on the site and the USGS Victorville Quadrangle (1956) does
not show any blueline channels on the site. No sensitive wildlife habitats, sensitive
wildlife species, or wildlife corridors were associated with the site. Weather conditions
during the May 21, 2012 survey consisted of winds of 0 to 5 mph, temperatures in the
low 50’s to low 70°s (AM, °F) with about 5 percent cloud coverage. The site is
surrounded by vacant lands; although, there are a few single-family dwellings within
about 0.5 miles of the site. The site supports very little native vegetation with only a few
rabbitbrush (Chrysothamnus depressus) and saltbush (Atriplex sp.) shrubs observed
primarily in the southwest portion of the site. Annuals consisted of erodium (Erodium
texanum), schismus (Schismus barbatus), buckwheat (Eriogonum fasciculatum) and
brome grass (Bromus sp.). Section 4.0 provides a more detailed discussion of the
biological resources. The project map is provided below (Figure 1), and the USGS
quadrangle map is provided in Figure 2. Figure 3 provides photographs of the site.

The proponent is proposing to construct a new office building in the location where the
current office building is located. The existing office building was previously used as a
single-family dwelling and will be removed prior to the start of construction activities.
Pavement will also be installed around the new building as depicted on Figure 1.
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FIGURE 2

USGS Victorville, CA Quadrangle
(Cutting Edge Concrete, APN 0468-281-26)
(Source: USGS)
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2.0 LITERATURE/RECORDS REVIEW - DESERT TORTOISE

As part of the environmental process, California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG)
and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) data sources were reviewed prior to
initiation of field surveys to determine if the tortoises have been documented on the site
or in the area surrounding the property. Based on the literature review and evaluation of
the CNDDB database for the Victorville quadrangle, it was determined that the site is
located within the general distribution of the desert tortoise. However, populations of
desert tortoises have not been identified in the immediate surrounding area according to
CNDDB (2012). The nearest documented tortoise populations are about three miles
north of the site according to CNDDB (2012). Tortoise population levels in the
immediate area surrounding the site are expected to be low to moderate (BLM, 1990).

There are no USFWS designated critical habitats for the tortoise in the immediate area
nor is there any proposed critical habitat in the area. The protocol survey results outlined
in this report are valid for one year as per CDFG and USFWS requirements, and an
additional survey may be required if the 12-month time limit is exceeded before
development activities are completed. However, regardless of the results of the tortoise
survey, desert tortoises cannot be taken under State and Federal law. The survey report
and any mitigation included do not constitute authorization for incidental take of the
desert tortoise. If tortoises are observed during future site activities, all on-site activities
should cease immediately and CDFG and USFWS should be contacted.

The desert tortoise is the largest reptile in the arid southwest United States, and it
historically occupied a range that included a variety of desert communities in
southeastern California, southern Nevada, western and southern Arizona, southwestern
Utah, and through Sonora and northern Sinoloa, Mexico (Luckenbach, 1982). Today
populations are largely fragmented and studies indicate a steady and dramatic decline
over most of its former range (BLM, 1988). A highly contagious respiratory disease has
infected tortoise populations over the last 20+ years, primarily in the western Mojave
Desert region, which has had a very detrimental impact on population levels. Given the
continued habitat loss and the rapid decline in numbers of tortoises brought about by the
disease, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service exercised its emergency authority and
determined tortoise populations north and west of the Colorado River to be an
endangered species under the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (USFES,
1989). The emergency rule was published in the Federal Register on August 4, 1989, and
remained in effect until April 1, 1990. On April 2, 1990, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service officially listed the desert tortoise as a threatened species under the Endangered
Species Act of 1973, as amended.

~



3.0 METHODOLOGY

The site was surveyed for desert tortoises by Randall Arnold May 21, 2012 and as
required by the CDFG and USFWS survey protocol, 10 meter, parallel belt transects were
walked in an east-west direction until the property had been checked for tortoises and/or
tortoise sign (burrows, tracks, scats, etc.). Surveys in the zone of influence (ZOI) were
not conducted in the surrounding area as per survey protocol due to the presence of
private lands, existing fences and posted areas. All transects were walked at a pace that
allowed careful observations along the transect routes and in the immediate vicinity.
Field notes were recorded regarding native plant assemblages, wildlife sign, and human
affects in order to determine the presence or absence of suitable tortoise foraging habitat.
Surveys were performed on the site and in the surrounding area from about 0600 to about
1000 hours.

USFWS and CDFG specify when surveys for tortoises can be conducted (i.e., April
through May and September through October); therefore, surveys were performed on
May 23, 2011. Comprehensive surveys combined with identification of the habitat on the
site and in the surrounding area will provide data on the potential presence or absence of
tortoises. Temperatures during the May survey were in the low 50°s to low 70’s (AM,
°F) with wind speeds of about 0 to 5 mph (mainly from the north), and cloud coverage of
about 5 percent. No precipitation was recorded during the survey.

Limitations:

(1) This report is valid for 12 months from the date of the survey as per CDFG and
USFWS requirements. An updated report will be required if project activities do not
occur within the next 12-month period as per CDFG and USFWS requirements.

(2) The results of this report do not constitute authorization for the “take” of the desert
tortoise or any other listed or sensitive wildlife species. The authorization to impact the
tortoise can only be granted by CDFG and USFWS. If desert tortoises are observed
during future project activities, project activities should cease immediately and CDFG
and USFWS should be contacted to discuss mitigation measures which may be required
for the desert tortoise.



4.0 GENERAL BIOLOGICAL SURVEY RESULTS

The site has been significantly disturbed by past activities, and currently supports very
little native vegetation (Figure 4). Only a few native shrubs were noted during the field
investigations and included rabbitbrush and saltbush primarily in the southwestern
portion of the site. A few yellow-green matchweed shrubs (Gutierrezia sarothrae) and
buckwheat (Eriogionum fasciculatum) were also observed. Annuals were composed
primarily of erodium (Erodium txanum), schismus (Schismus barbatus), and bromus
grass (Bromus sp.). A few eucalyptus trees (Eucalyptus globulus) have been planted
along the eastern edge of the property and a few large deciduous trees were also present
adjacent to the existing office. Table 1 provides a compendium of plants observed on
the property (Appendix A).

Only a few wildlife species were identified during the field investigations conducted on
May 21, 2012 from 0630 to 0930 hours. Birds observed were limited to morning doves
(Zenaida macroura), ravens (Corvus corax), song sparrow (Melospiza melodia) and
western kingbirds (Tyrannus verticalis). No reptiles were observed, although, side-
blotched lizards (Uta stansburiana) and western whiptail lizards (Cnemidophorus tigris)
are relatively common in the area and may occur on the property. In addition, no
mammals were identified but small mammals such as antelope ground squirrels
(Ammospermophilus leucurus), desert cottontail rabbits (Sylvilagus auduboni), and
Merriam’s kangaroo rats (Dipodomys merriami), may occur on the site as well. No
wildlife corridors were identified on the site or in the immediate surrounding area, and no
breeding activities were observed among any of the wildlife species. Table 2 (Appendix
A) provides a compendium of wildlife species observed on the site and other species
known to occur in the region.



FIGURE 4

BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES MAP
(Cutting Edge Concrete, APN (468-281-26)
(Source: Google Maps, 2012)
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5.0 RESULTS - DESERT TORTOISE

The site does not support prime habitat for the desert tortoise nor were any tortoises or
tortoise sign (burrows, scats, etc.) noted during the protocol survey performed on May
21, 2012. The absence of tortoises or any tortoise sign on the site is a function of the
disturbed habitat conditions on the property. As previously indicated, the nearest
documented population is about three miles north of the property (CNDDB, 2012).
Tortoises are not expected to migrate onto the site in the near future based on the results
of the field investigations, and the presence of an existing chain-link fence around most
of the site.

11



6.0 IMPACTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The proposed development activities are not expected to have any direct or indirect
impacts on tortoises or tortoise habitat based on the results of the May 21, 2012 survey.
In addition, the project is not expected to disrupt any continuity of any important wildlife
habitat or habitat/wildlife corridors. No additional investigations are recommended at
this time; however, the survey results are only valid for 12-months, and CDFG, USFWS,
and the County may require the site be re-surveyed for desert tortoise if development
activities are not completed by May 21, 2013. In addition, if the site is modified by
grading or otherwise disturbed prior to project approval, which results in the loss of
desert tortoises, CDFG, USFWS, and the County Building and Safety Department should
be notified. Such action prior to project approval will violate State and Federal
endangered species laws and may be considered grounds for denial of the project.
Mitigation and restoration plans will be required under such actions.

12



7.0 PROPOSED MITIGATION MEASURES

The site does not support tortoises at the present time and the proposed development
project is not expected to impact the species. Therefore, no mitigation measures are
proposed at the present time; however, if tortoises are observed on the property during
future activities, all on-site activities should cease immediately and CDFG and USFWS
should be contacted to initiate consultations, and to discuss mitigations which will be
required prior to continuation of on-site activities. CDFG and USFWS are the only
agencies which can grant authorization for the “take” of the desert tortoise.

13



8.0 REFERENCES

California Department of Fish and Game
1990 California’s Wildlife, Volumes 1, 2, and 3. Sacramento.

California Department of Fish and Game
2012 Natural Diversity Data Base. Sacramento

Holing, Dwight
1998 California Wild Lands. Chronical Books. San Francisco, CA. 211 pp.

Holland, Robert F.
1986 Preliminary Description of the Terrestrial Natural Communities of
California.Prepared for the California Natural Diversity Data Base. California
Department of Fish and Game. Sacramento, California. 160 pp.

Johnson, H.
1976 vegetation and Plant Communities of Southern California Deserts- a
functional view. In Symposium proceedings: Plant communities of Southern
California. June Latting, editor. California Native Plant Society, Spec. No. 2
Berkeley, CA.

Luckenbach, Roger A.
1982 Ecology and Management of the Desert Tortoise (Gopherus agassizii) in
California. In North American Tortoises: Conservation and Ecology. U.S.
Department of Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service. Wildlife Research Report No.
12. pp. 1-36.

U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management
1988 Desert Tortoise Habitat Management on the Public Lands: A Rangewide
Plan. BLM, Washington, D.C.

1988 Recommendations for Management of the Desert Tortoise in the California
Desert Conservation Area. BLM, Riverside, CA.

U.S. Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service.
1989 The Desert Tortoise Emergency and Proposed Listing. Portland , OR.

1989 Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Desert Tortoise; Proposed
Rule. Federal Register 50 CFR Part 17:42270-42278.

1990 Desert Tortoise Density Category Designation Maps. Maps obtained from
Ray Bransfield, U.S.F.W.S. biologist, Laguna Niguel office, Laguna Niguel, CA.

14



LIST OF TABLES

Desert Tortoise Clearance Survey Reporting Data Sheet
For the Property



.I..ﬂl.*o ‘ ;aBey

1]
£l
R zl
,,” L
0]
6
8
L
9
G
E MmMv259%9
3 Fe 9 "
% 7 -
baa W L a €< fo¥ QQJ.\ e
VS saffevo [ o
i 5 4 [4
b
d 4 ﬁ\ )
# ojdwles BULON Buyses CHNIA wasaid g
_Mo.)w_w mo:muo_ ayis aseelRY M_A__M_MMN ._m:_r;ﬁcml_ ik _m_o_o% pus # A._cﬂwc& mc__._to_w_ozmuo“ m&mmpuﬁmmm sied hwmrwﬁmcm._
ol s e ! e} Bunsixg . !
S9S|0MO0] 9AI]
(wryep 'sy) Joypue Fuol-je; ‘sejeuipiocs win)
} \ %%mocm 130 FZ Yof L ) mw\ A Y[ uoneso m rauoz Y[ f..d,, D penp @ S :funog
- - £t
)E.I q\ G =~ QJRG\)\ 5 Q\m Q% L o R RS :uoduosep eyg xF uﬂu?__u w\@%ﬁﬂ L = ._.SU ‘BuweN pafold
AL 2 ._,u A 9 9 m.v (taquinu suoyd pue ‘jjBwe ‘puisu) (1eak _;En?_ ‘Rep) f
#Ood “wp) 0w Q E 2l VY cqazfqv\\,m (shsiBojoiq Aaaing H_b\m_\ .W\~ & :hanins jo ejeq

133HS Y1V ONILHOdTY ASAYNS moz<m<m‘_0 g8l0L¥0 ] 1¥3s3d 0102 SMASN



LIST OF FIGURES

Vicinity Map
Aerial Photograph



SEQUOIA N e - e I Sy
? I TN 1857 » ‘H‘?‘qﬁﬁﬂf R T E
INATL FOR, s pe— e o | = \
_ > RIDGELREST | ENTER, : S e
]_| P %Q TR I DRY LaKE
e N v i | A
395 o CHINA LAKE !
sugarr i3 N FORT  IRWIN
" EL 5200 TNS- i I |
\ 5 [ oS s | < Gy
SN o s 0 MOJAVERANGEE | ~_ T,
= A o i | s O opsrond NATIO
\m%i“r i o JOHARNESBURG FECPIE o j APy 0 ?)3;*35{3@ N2
Fank r\,_ E el ”"Dsi”“ Bveo woumam } I \Joeee SRACEY 4,0"'9
2 - o ) KOEHN ¥ = TRACK! “
COUNTY ! b R AR \S\ / oy I astocum men I— e = sl oo (e o TF
o o7 e B o N L E
i L i 5 _— 5
M 4
Cache Pea & A / \\ o ,/"‘l"l\'} ; CENTER
3 Ve e N\ J &
1 r
/ | ? L)L 3
3 TEHACEDEA‘PJU:S{IMMJ'T 7 \ 7 ( [ F . T
2 t ]
) - GALFORRIA ! 3 // P o Alvord Mtn
e ciTy \ ) £ 3056
L 2969 " et 2 " 4 i \ 1o DR?’Yaers
e o 'piimf’% o DRY LAKE = _ % \ 5
P : NORTH EDWARDS g ‘ramacw T2 | = e
B . - 37 @® Kramer el o [ NV
u‘_\ﬁ%‘ - #': mss e T 4 R nctios SuRAlm). T ;grtu&x.\ - Salich
N*O o ° \\q,. - BoRON 'I LANDMARK & MTNS.
r . [“95“5 r <6 HINKLEY GhasTaw ) P caame
f w R Y CAX & t INSP 5TA.
‘ ) |[EDWARDS bm}v orY [’ FORCE BASE | LENWOO
o | hishfioys  cuowo e’ 4 ! o YERMe
ot (=7Lake 3 1 ! A TROY
ot ROSAMOND\ W s, e N & ¢ LRy Laxe
. - /oY LAKE’m‘E;“’;DHN el o [ ——— i =g NewBERey (T = s
A() ANTELOPE VALLEY 3 BH o R ! (o e Ll &=
Laeserve s = (] N e | WEG
g LANCASTER alliVats ¢ Potclentsle o " Pisge
— = 6L, 2356 Roasevelt
) T7190) N5 - LY = 3 o MT,v %OQMAN M?.»VJ E
UAKE BUGHES Del Sur [AUARTZ Wiksona i ~FADDLEBACK B miRaGE (398 & ,' g =
Flizabetichen tosry valey [ AL L |E vt sfffac | L0k Y g / e
L 2 A RIONE o6 Wi RN/ -~ £
I pi® T ALMDALE e ol iz
\:3,‘ g *] 7 RTg R JEmrtond L ADELANTO e PROPERTY SITE :
4 .+ FOREST b S {TTLERDCK YICTORVILLE - = o Lare &7
il el i F = e EARBLOSSON | 19 gV I C T<JOsRAY MPLEVALEY T B / &
1270, A TOLCE ! Usno® v 17 i o - ory Lake
ATA CLARITA 4 —1 il 3 g >
| ACTON ~
GUSEANYON /720 et 5 x melta Raﬁ .Va\yemw M4 o s el Qn\- . < -
OUN cl _Eli l 3 mPhelan @ ESrER LUGERNE VALLEY
LOS ANGELES GOUNTY e Ty A
ST S o WESTBOUNG. &7 caon pass-
E\HHM.E LB a0 i 3 Lo, 750U
e ANGELES : R Som Anton ARG ; _M( ammanmo
7 SR NATIONAL 7 . (Old Boldy Peakll taon o 5 BIE BEA
% 1. s, al
. SAN-FERNANDO AN N Gagpg 0 A bt Take &5 4";; e Big Bgaz oY
: - , =) RECTAREA smamln FAWNSKIN
TUIUHGA FOREST : Greuun 2 2
e e i e B
; i 3 . 27 Arowbsar Lake BI0BERR E X SUMMIT
ST & '.n %{‘gugam AL TAD !a’ SA unnmswemss o AKE Rk
A £ AT x
NCiNO-v 5 LE P;ASAMDQEgUME_? CGLE!‘\IHERR IrJR?N‘EﬁnU iy BE A% IGJOS 34 TS nnnmmm@
N s ) LI 7 0 MTN YUCG
SHE&M&N HHLL WUB%‘ ‘ ARCADIAZ= “h705A CUCAMONGA g~y RIALTH ; y _me RNARDIN . [ UCGA VALL
0!. Yﬁgf}ﬂ X AR HENTE L~V f“'f’ L FONTANR o 5 REMH&; A B ey e
- 12 GNiKERtYQ‘I WE%TM UM'PNA ONTARID < 4BLQ0MINGTON GOLTR O AT SQUENTONE T ey | LT 5 itk
R L PUERTE "R ; ! mucan\?egfgiﬁ o =
ANTA N LIMESA
Ok NS etenbon CECHRITIER 1o Kol INRIVERSIDE A Ro@WD s waF
oC WL Prado N\t EOLEY g 19 EANNEN%_ e 12 \y Aw.ue;
ELES HARBA — # F!ood ! NORCO ¥ - af4 m
.‘ Lyﬂ'H RNE_p WNEY UﬁaWALK oREA o2l Wingon e M,ﬂm:._ CHOREND] BE&LF;}‘EDNT 7 - o |
“Mmma FLLFLOWER ~SSFY LtRTgH RN ‘ e ) VALEY o Do 5 e 2 g0
NHATTAN mcxv \) % “*""E!ﬁ i e 7 ’,.:j ared KOl SPincs ot ]
ﬁé&;“ﬁ%sé&%ﬁ’i TORRAN CE warelooh BB ST R DR anc | QRO Qe T\ N i o
Senticge Res ) 3 Pel LR
S ANAHEMNL, TR ) Pilie W Pwme il i = pa
/éLJWG AN ORANSE. %\ | - it mNDEL 1347 o] e cove e %JSEFIH;iS
P "‘“““b AONEX, NoSANIANT * Nemudo) — &y S Ko 7 R ®] M7
BEAEH \ & £ CO. ; G ALBEM!LL SuN MNE F 1398 & 1767 Sltun PA
\ : R{} e kF mJ . [MINCHESTER VAEEN 2T
gt %; HUNTINGTONSJCOSTA S ok R G | N2
Y CED L) BEAGH L TN MESK Dy hvier ATL LT \\b&) ENIFEE Leks Hemet Gz
5r Ry . Encaml R SAN BERNARDING _NNAT'L = EORE
U Lt R ¢ o ronmsr e &f L o) i
ST s trasa ossnm ot —
VICINITY MAP

(Cutting Edge Concrete, APN 0468-281-2
(Source: ACSC Map Source, 2012)

6)




b

<
Ry

avouTIvY 4SNa]

J1IS 123rodd JANYHO 0HO

"ONI 'FLIHINOD 39aT ONILLND

=

03

AUl

/[3.1s 1o3roud

4

F
|

“r_ &




SITE PHOTOGRAPHS
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CENTER OF SITE LOOKING SOUTH
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APPENDIX A

Flora and Fauna Compendia



Table 1 - Plants observed on the site.

Common Name Scientific Name Location
Erodium Erodium texanum On-site
Schismus Schismus barbatus «“
Buckwheat E. fasciculatum «“
Brome grass Bromus sp. “
Fiddleneck Amsinckia tessellate %
Rabbitbrush Chrysothamnus depressus i
Saltbush Atriplex canescens “
Eucalyptus Eucalytus globulus “
Deciduous trees ? =

Table 2 - Wildlife observed on the site and those species expected to occur in

surrounding area.

Common Name

Scientific Name

Location

Common raven

Corvus corax

Observed on-site

Song sparrow

Melospiza melodia

419

Morning dove

Zenaida macroura

(43

Western kingbird

Tyrannus verticalis

(49

Western whiptail lizard

Cremidophorus tigris

May occur on site

Side-blotched lizard Uta stansburiana “
Antelope ground squirrel Ammospermophilus «“
leucurus

Desert spiny lizard

Sceloporus magister

19

California ground squirrel

Spermophilus beecheyi

39

Coyote

Canis latrans

113

Merriam’s kangaroo rat

Dipodomys mohavensis

(19

Note: The above Tables are not comprehensive lists of every plant or animal species which may occur in
the area, but are a list of those common species which have been identified on the site or in the region by
biologists from RCA Associates, LLC, or which are common species in the region.



CERTIFICATION FOR DESERT TORTOISE SURVEY

I hereby certify that the statements furnished above and in the attached exhibits, present
the data and information required for this biological evaluation, and that the facts,
statements, and information presented are true and correct to the best of my knowledge
and belief. Fieldwork conducted for this assessment was performed by myself and
biologists under my direction. I certify that I have not signed a non-disclosure or
consultant confidentiality agreement with the project applicant or applicant’s
representative and that I have no financial interest in the project.

Date: v/i {/f 7 () 12 Signed: L ﬂ‘/z/{/i, 4

Report Author

Field Work Performed By: Randall Arnold
Senior Biologist







